
Public Lecture 
 

ENGAGING THE PUBLIC WITH SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY – FROM STATUES TO RAINBOWS 

by CAROL TRAGER-COWAN 

About the Speaker 
 
Carol Trager-Cowen is a Reader in the 
Department of Physics, University of Strathclyde, 
U.K. She specializes in developments and novel 
applications of the scanning electron microscopy 
techniques of electron backscatter diffraction, 
electron channelling contrast imaging and 
cathodoluminescence imaging. She actively 
engages with the public by giving lectures, 
running workshops and quizzes, leading science 
street tours, and providing kits to schools. She 
also writes and commissions articles for the 
'Beyond the Lab' section of the MRS Bulletin as 
the European representative and now chairs the 
'Beyond the Lab' Team. 

Abstract of the Lecture 
 
With personal experience of engaging the public for over 30 years, 
Carol will discuss and explore the why, who, where and how of 
engaging the public with science and technology. She will talk about 
activities that she has engaged in such as running public lectures; 
building spectroscopes with children in schools; leading street 
science tours; simple science demonstrations in parks; building 
exhibits; providing activities for teachers to use in the classroom; 
and working with students and colleagues who also want to take 
their research to the public. 

As part of India-U.K. collaboration, and in celebration of IISER 
Pune’s tenth year, the British Council and IISER Pune are organizing 
lecture tours of eminent scholars who would speak on topics at the 
interfaces of science with the humanities, arts, and technology.  
 
These lectures, open and free to the public, aim to bring science 
and related areas closer to the society. The lecture tours of each 
speaker will take place across six cities in India between October 
2015 and March 2016 in this series named Science and Beyond. Celebrating  

10 Years 

Date and Time 
January 12, 2016; 5:30 PM  
 

Venue 
C.V. Raman Auditorium, IISER Pune 

Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Pune 
Dr. Homi Bhabha Road, Pashan, Pune-411008, India; Tel: +91 20 25908001 

Website: www.iiserpune.ac.in 

On a ‘Science on the Streets’ Tour walking through George 
Square, Glasgow. The statue in the background is James Watt 
whose improvement of the steam engine started the 
Industrial Revolution (Photo from Dr. Trager-Cowan). 
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